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“The Play’ ’s the thing !’"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Haymarket Cheatre. 
Last night, Speed the Plough, .& Roland for an Oliver, and dvéin 
of Paris, wete performed here ;—it was a ticket night, 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Tris magnificent Theatre opened its doors to the public Jast night, 
and was at once completely filled in every part; so great was the crowd 
that even the box entrances were long blocked up; we, ourselves, ar- 
rived a quarter before seven, but were unable to get into the house until 
a quarter past, when the overture was playing, so that we cannot say 
anything of “God Save the King,” except that, we believe, it was sung 
at the rising of the curtain. We have spoken before of the decora- 
tions ;*the appearance of the house, as we anticipated, was much’ im- 
proved by the addition of a full audience. The Play was The Hypo- 
crite, which introdaced a new candidate, on these boards, in Mr. An- 
drew®, from the Haymarket, who played Sir John Lambert very re- 
spectably. The principal attraction, however, was the re-appearance 
of Mr. Dowton, who has been too long absent from this Theatre ; his 
entré was very warmly greeted, as was that of Liston ; Cooper, Miss 
Mordaunt; Mrs. C. Jones, Mrs. Orger, and Mr. J. Vining, were also 
honored by the same kind of welcome. In bye gone years, we have 
often had occasion to make bonorable mention of Mr. Dowton’s excel- 
lence in Dr.Cantevell ; on the French stage we have secn the same unc- 
tuous iniguity,the same oily distillation of hypocrisy, but never on 
our oWn has any actor equalled Dowton, either in the conception or 
execution of the Tartuffe. We hail Mr. Dowton’s return to these 
boards as one of the greatest acquisitions legitimate comedy could have 
received ; heis of the old admirable scliool when comedy was in fashion, 
and had a dignity about it before it degenerated into bufoonery and 
faree; he played lastnight as well as'we ever remember to have seen 
him ; not so Liston, whose Maw-worm was by no means what we have 
seen it; he appeared to be trying new readings, and they were by no 
means improvements; his voice too has acquired an unpleasant lisp 
since we last saw him, we should imagine occasioned by the loss of a 
tooth. 

Miss Mordaunt, Mrs. C. Jones, Mr. Ceoper and Vining, all played 
excecdingly well, and the Comedy on the whole was well acted. Deaf 
as a Post followed, with its old cast, except a Miss E. Absolon who 
contrived to render even the ivsignificent character of my Templeton 
disagreeable by her brusque manner, and raven voice. »MMasaniello 




















THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


cencluded, and introduced Miss. Byfield,.in Miss Betts’s charaeter of 
Elvira; we regret to state that Miss Byfield from indisposition, or some 
other cause, completely broke down in her first song; we hope the 
circumstance was accidental, as.we remember Miss Byficld a very 
pleasing singer, and had hoped to have found her improved by long 
country practice. The Overture to Guillaume Tell was beautifully 
played after the Comedy, and encored. “‘Fhe appearance of the house 
last night must have highly gratified the managers ; we trust it is an 
omen of success; the performances did not conclude until one v'clock 
this morning. ’ , 


Covent Garpen.—Miss Fanny Kemble will appear as Juliet, on 
Monday, when the Theatre will open for the season ; on Wednesday 
she will enact Belvidera, in Venice Preserved, and on Friday Mrs, 
Beverley in The Gamester ;---which are the only three nights the 
house will open next week. 


The Adelphi opens on Monday, with a new Burletta Spectacle to be 
called The Black Vulture; or, The Wheel of Death, Scheming and 
Seeming ; or, Mimic Art, and Attic Science; and 4 Dead Shot. 


To Correspondents.--We have received L. T’s note, and would 
willingly answer it at some length ; but she must be aware that it is 
on a subject not interesting to the public generally ; we, therefore, can 
devote ne more space to it, than to assure her that we had not the 
slightest intention of giving her any offence. She will allow her ques- 
tions were somewhat singolar, and willjdoubtless excuse the badinage 
of the answer: for her compliments on vur publication, we beg to offer 
our thanks. 


Z'o the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Me. Epitor, I address you from the elegant Divan now open at 102, 
Strand, where [ am a constant visitor ;—here I find matchless cigars, exquisite 
coffee, profusion of magazines and newspapers, and elegant decorations render 
the establishment the very essence of comfort and fashion—do pop in—just wish 
to say a word—beg pardon, bope I don’t intrude—but will you excuse me— 
I have to mention, that I've arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, 
and the fashionable world, at oneor other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday I visit the Diorama, in the Regent’s Park, to see the two new and 
enchanting Views—Mount St. Gothard, painted by M. Daguerre, and Rheims 
Cathedral, by M. Bouton—these chef d’euvres, in my opinion, surpass all for- 
mer éfforts of those great masters. 

Tuesday cal! at the Royal Bazaar 78, Oxford Street—splendidly fitted-up and 
magnificently arranged—visit the British Diorama, the 4 Views, by Stanfield, 
highly intere’ting—Loung in the Physiorama, 14 Views from all parts of the 
world truly unique and beautiful—Step into the Octorama, 8 new Views of the 
French Expedition to Algiers—grand composition, inimitable execution, and 
vast labour, all a most admirable hit, crowded daily with fashion and beauty. 

Uo Friday, I pop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Inightly lounge in the lobbies—fond of adventure—observed a beautiful 
Sylph admiring herself in my boots—* Why, Mr, Pry,’ saysshe, ‘does agreat 
actress resemble Warren’s Jet Blacking 2” * Because she cuts ashine.’—I never 
give it up.—but I intrude, beg pardon, your’s, PAUL PRY 
Printed & Published, every Morning, by KE. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter 

Street, Strand—All Letters to be post paid. 
The Theatrical Observer is delivered daily at the Residencejof Subscribers, 
at 2s. per Month, 


























Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
This Evening, the Play of 
The Merry Wives of Windsor 
Preceded by Weber's Overture to Oberon. 


Sir John Falstaff, Mr. DOWTON, 

Fenton, MrSINCLAIR, Sir H-Evans, MrWEBSTER, 
Justice Shallow, Mr W. BENNETT, 
Ford.....Mr WALLACK,, Page.....Mr COOPER, 
Slender, Mr HARLEY, 

Dr, aaduses . area's We be: Mr BENSON HILL, 
Bardolph, Mr SALTER, 

Host, Mr ANDREWS, Pistol, Mr YARNOLD, 
Simple, Mr HUGHES, 

Nym, Mr Fenton, Robin, MissLane, Rugby,MrEaton. 
Mrs Page, (with Songs,) Miss BYFELD, 

Mrs Ford......(with Songs,).....Miss PEARSON, 
( Her first Appearance at this Theatre.) 


Anne Page, Miss FAUCIT, MrsQuickly, MrsJON ES 








After which, a Drame, in Two Acts, called 


THE BRIGAND. 


Preceded by Rossini’s Overture to Tancredi. 
In the coutse of the Drama will be realized the Subjects of the Mezzotinto 
Eagravings, viz. An Italian Brigand Chief reposing, attended by his Wife.— 
The Wife watching the event of a Battle —The Dying Brigand, &c-. 


Prince Biaschi........ (Govenor of Rome,)......... Mr YOUNGE, 
Albert, ) Students of the French Academy ( Mr H. WALLACK, 
Theodore, ) of Painting, (Mr J. VINING, 


Nicola, Mr WEBSTER, Fabio, Mr HUGHES, 

Count Caraffa, Mr C. JONES, Cardingl-Secretary, Mr FENTON, 
Alessandro Massaroni, (the Brigand Chief,) Mr WALLACK, 
Rubaldo, (his Lieutenant,) Mr BEDFORD, 
SpolettO,cceccsovsee Mr BLAND, Carlotti.........: .MrYARNOLD, 
Matteo, Mr Howell, Officer, Mr Cathie, Servant; Mr Honnor, 
Brigands—Messrs. Barnes, Bartlett,. Wieland, Robinson, Gifford, 
Ashton, Walsh, East, Nelson, Eaton, Henshaw, &c. 


Ottavia, (Prince Bianchi’s Niece,) Miss FAUCIT, 
Maria Grazie, (the Brigand’s Wife,) Mr W. BARRYMORE, 





On Tuesday, The Belle’s Stratagem, and Masaniello. 
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Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 
This Evening, the Farce of 


Popping the Question ! 


Mr Primrose, Mr W. FARREN, 
Henry Thornton. ...0...0ceneeces Mr COOKE, 
Miss Biffin, Mrs GLOVER, 
Ellen, Mrs NEWCOMBE, Bobbin, Mrs HUMBY, 
Miss Winterblossom, Mrs TAYLEURE. 














After which, the Opera of The 


® s 
. C) 
Marriage of Figaro. 
Count Almaviva, Mr VINING, 
Antonio...r.000s Mr WILLIAMS, Fiorello....0. .»«Mr HUCKEL, 
Figaro, Mr J. REEVE, 
Basil, Mr C. MORRIS, Notary, Mr BISHOP, Sebastian, Mr MOORE, 
Cherubino, (the Page,) Mrs HUMBY. 
Countess Almaviva, Miss TURPIN, Marcellina, Mrs COVENEY, 
Susanna, Miss PATON, 
Barbarina,.ecssecccevecsess belkin oneebediraece Mrs NEWCOMBE. 


In ACT II. 
A Pas Seul, by Madlle. CLARI, 





To which will be added, the Historical Drama of 


Charles the Twelfth. 


Charles the Twelfth, Mr W. FARREN, 
Gustavus, MrBRINDAL, AdamBrock, MrJ.REEVE, 
Major Vanberg, (Ist time) Mr MUDE, 
Triptolemus Muddleweek, (Ist time) Mr ROSS, 
General Duckert, Mr COVENEY, 

Colonel Reichel... ......+-...+-Mr W. JOHNSON. 


Officers, Messrs COOKE and GALLOT. 
Ulrica, Vanberg’s Daughter, Miss F. H. KELLY, 
Eudiga, Miss PATON. 


On Monday, The Cabinet, The Goldsmith, with Separation and Re- 
paration, and The Happiest Day of my Life. 














